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to take advantage of the quarrel between the Nizam
Salabut Jung and his brother Nizam Ali; but were
prevented from interfering actively, although, in the
negotiations that followed, the Nizam had to concede
several of his outlying districts in Khandesh, thus
giving the Mahrattas a continuous run of territory
all along the western boundry of Hyderabad right up
to the dominions of Scindia and Holkar. It has also
been narrated how, soon after Bussy's withdrawal from
Hyderabad, Nizam Ali, who was acting as Dewan,
usurped his brother Salabut Jung's power and confined
him in the State prison of Bider, where he soon after-
wards died. This was in 1761. In the previous year,
whilst Salabut Jung was still on the throne, and Nizam
Ali was acting as his minister and commander-in-chief,
the Nizam had suffered a severe defeat at the hands of
the Mahrattas at Udgir about 150 miles from the western
boundary at Ahmednagar, and had been compelled
to cede the greater portion of the district of Bijapur,
in the south-western portion of his dominions. This
portion passed into the possession of the Mahrattas,
who further exacted a claim of chouth over the neigh-
bouring districts of Hungund, lying to the south of the
river Krishtna, and between it and the Tungabhra. On
the 7th January, 1761, occurred the third great battle
at Panipat, in which for the time the power of the Mahrat-
tas was almost entirely crushed by the Afghan Abdali,
who came forward as the champion of the Emperor.
Taking advantage of this disaster, Nizam Ali, who;
as narrated above, had deposed Salabut Jung soon after
the defeat of Udgir, thought that an opportunity had
come for recovering from the Mahrattas some of the
territory which had been taken away. Accordingly
he marched with an army to the neighbourhood of Poona,